
Fracking chemicals associated with ten or more health effect categories.

What’s in that fracking fluid?

Pennsylvania discloses the chemicals used  
by the drilling companies

By SANDY LONG

sandylong@riverreporter.com

Controlling fracking fluids

Most of the chemicals in the above chart were 

associated with skin, eye and sensory organ 

irritation and toxicity, followed by respiratory 

effects, gastrointestinal and liver effects. 

The “Other” category includes such effects 

as death, teeth effects, etc. The most often 

cited effect in this category is the ability of the 

chemical to cause death.

The “Ecological” category refers to damage 

to a wide variety of birds, fish, amphibians, or 

other aquatic species.
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Chemicals that can move through air

Of the 54 chemicals identified by DEP as being used in fracking fluid, 21 are readily airborne. 

As noted in the table below, all of these chemicals can harm the eyes, skin, respiratory tract, 

gastrointestinal tract or liver. 

Chemicals that can move through water

Of the 54 chemicals identified by DEP as being used in fracking fluids, 34 are soluble, allowing 

them to move into surface and underground water.
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